African American Studies

MEET AWALY
Awaly is a Paterno Fellow majoring in
African American Studies and Sociology.
She is the Executive Director of the Martin
Luther King Jr. Commemoration Student
Committee, which organizes MLK Jr.
Commemoration Week each year with a
goal of bringing Dr. King's legacy to the
forefront of people's minds. Awaly's
experiences at Penn State ring true to the
goal of the committee. Born and raised in
Philadelphia, she is a first-generation
college student and a member of the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
As a Schreyer Scholar, she researches the
history of racial violence and the
connection it has with police brutality
today. Awaly credits the mentorship of two
professors with helping to define her path
as a social justice advocate, while providing
unequivocal support to her hopes and
dreams.
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Unique Learning Opportunities
Contemporary courses ranging from: After the
Obamas, Scandal (the TV show), and Facing
Ferguson
Special topics capstone course
Engaged scholarship trips to Philadelphia and
Washington, D.C.
Enrichment Experiences
Pursue internships in a range of areas
depending on your interests, including public
policy, business, writing, and more
Assist faculty with ongoing research
Become a teaching assistant
Study Abroad

Multiple Pathways
Benefit from a uniquely
interdisciplinary curriculum
Easy to combine with a second major
Possible Career Paths
Teaching
Law and Justice
Civil and Human Rights Leadership
Nonprofit/Nongovernmental
Organizations
Government
Entertainment
Journalism
Medicine

Faculty-led study abroad program to Cuba
The opportunity to study abroad in locations
throughout the African Diaspora (Caribbean,
South and Central America)
Penn State offers more than 400 study abroad
programs to allow students to tailor their
experience to their interests. A complete
list can be found at global.psu.edu/students.
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